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―An awakening‖  Editorial March 2010 

“ 
Try not to become a man of success but 

a man of value ” 

Albert Einstein 

 

We are now well into 2010 and as spring awakens across 

Europe, we feel as sense that the worst of the economic reces-

sion is over – just.  This is not a time for complacency.  As 

European economies try to avoid a ‘double-dip recession’ 

young lawyers are awakening to a new economic landscape 

which will create new legal opportunities.  It has been a time 

where commitment to traditional values of professionalism, 

commitment to client care and excellence have ensured that 

our profession has weathered the storm, but as too many of 

our members know, with great cost. 

This has caused our generation to awaken to the fact that cer-

tainty is not a current reality.  However, as we open our eyes – 

we are empowered to look with our fresh perspective to the 

new opportunities that lie ahead.  Governments are now fo-

cusing on job creation – meaning changes to domestic tax laws 

and other creative ways of stimulating the economy.  Busi-

nesses are looking for more creative and ‘all-inclusive’ services 

from law firms – ‘capped fees’ and the ‘added extras’ are rede-

fining the legal model.  With change comes opportunity – new 

laws, new institutions, new tax regimes. 

Just last weekend, EYBA members gathered for our annual 

spring conference in Lisbon, Portugal, a most fitting place to 

discuss the effect and opportunity to of the new Lisbon Treaty.  

Details about the superb conference weekend are contained 

within this Edition.   

The EYBA Executive Committee are also exploring and seeking 

new opportunities and awakening to our post-recession world.   

From new look EuroLawyer, we have now revamped our web-

site, brochure, sponsorship packages and indeed, in Lisbon 

crucial voting took place to modernize the EYBA Statutes. 

The Committee is actively meeting with EU representatives 

and MEPs in Brussels this month to build new relationships 

with the governing institutions of Europe and to expand and 

promote the role and effect of the EYBA – working in the best 

interests of all our members. 

 

 

 

Looking forward, the President of the EYBA and myself have 

been given the honour of speaking at the Young Lawyer Divi-

sion of the ABA – to share ideas and to build even greater links 

between our two organizations.   

In Sheffield, great efforts are been made to prepare for the 

EYBA AGM – details are in this magazine. 

As we awaken in Europe, let us see with great clarity and en-

thusiasm, the great opportunities and possibilities that lie 

ahead.  

Let us begin. 

 

Conor Houston  

Editor, EuroLawyer 
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EYBA Spring Conference – Lisbon, Portugal 12th – 14th March 2010 

Delegates from across Europe and our friends from Canada, Brazil and the US arrived in beautiful sunny Lisbon for the EYBA Spring Confer-

ence. The sun shone down on the historic and quaint city as we gathered at the Associacao Comercial de Lisboa, an inspiring and grand venue 

for our conference.   

The theme of the conference was the Lisbon Treaty and a full programme of excellent speakers provided an overview of the effect of the 

Treaty. The conference was opened by Gabriella Geatti, President of the EYBA and Jaime Mederios, Vice President of the Lisbon Bar Associa-

tion.  A superb keynote speech was delivered by Miguel Mendes Pereira of Abreu Advogados on the Lisbon Treaty and practise of law in the 

EU.  Carlos Botelho Moniz then provided the delegates with a practical illustration of how one can access the Courts of the EU from your own 

domestic jurisdiction. 

Ms Carla Abreu Lopes from Garrigues provided an informative and helpful overview of the main features of the Lisbon Treaty, including the 

new offices that the Treaty creates, namely that of a High Commissioner for foreign affairs and a new office of President of the European 

Commission.  This was followed by a presentation by Goncalo Anastacio, Simmons & Simmons who explained the opportunities in the field of 

energy, regulatory and competition law in light of the Lisbon Treaty.  

After lunch, the focus shifted to life and opportunities for lawyers in Portugal.  Our wonderful co-host, Diogo Lopes Barata outlined business 

opportunities in Portugal, including a break down of the tax opportunities for non-residents of Portugal.  An article by Diogo is found later in 

this Edition of EuroLawyer.  The tax-planning and investment opportunities of Madeira island and the Azores islands were detailed by 

Frederico Gouveia e Silva, CEO New Madeira and Ms Ligia Correia, APIA respectively. 

Competition Law and the Lisbon Treaty were discussed by Nuno Ruiz, Vieira de Almedia & Associados.  A panel of Portuguese lawyers were 

then assembled to discuss life as a lawyer in Portugal.  Our distinguished panel included Joana Mota Agostinho, Miriam Brice from Albuquer-

que & Associados and the eminent Mr Frederico Pereira Coutinho from Cuatrecasas, Goncalves Pereira.  This was a most stimulating and 

informative discussion and many questions and views were given by delegates assembled.  Mr Coutinho gave a very helpful insight as an 

employer on the skills and attributes that he expects from young lawyers and entry into the profession across the various European Commit-

tees were shared. 

Dinner that evening was in the spectacular setting of the Kais restaurant – a fusion of EYBA members at each table led to great conversation 

and plenty of humour.  And as tradition dictates, the evening concluded with some “great” dancing!  

Associacao Comercial de Lisboa  Gabriella Geatti & Carla Abreu Lopes Diogo Lopes Barata & Joanna Mota Agostinho  
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― 

The meeting to adopt the new statutes took place at the EYBA European Committee Meeting on the Saturday morning where delegates con-

sidered the proposed amendments to the EYBA statutes.  The aim of the amendments (rather like the Lisbon Treaty itself!) was to try and 

streamline and clarify the working of the EYBA to make it more effective and efficient.  The vote taken by the delegates gathered passed the 

amendments to the EYBA Statutes unanimously. 

A question and answer session was then held to gather feedback on the conference and it was felt that in future, more panel discussions 

should be held as delegates felt this was an informative way of sharing information and ideas across our member organisations. 

After the business part of the day was complete, a feast was provided for lunch at the spectacular setting of the Casa do Alentejo. 

Amina Omar Nieto, Peter Wright, Gabriella Geatti, Conor Houston & Mary McKeever 

EYBA Executive Committee  

Delegates then had the afternoon to enjoy the beautiful sunshine and sights of Lisbon.   

The weekend events concluded with dinner at Cervejaria Trindade and it was a wonderful ending to a superb conference weekend.  Once 

again, great thanks to Joana Mota Agostinho and Diogo Lopes Barata in Lisbon for all their efforts in bringing the Spring Conference to Lisbon 

and organising such a superb conference and events.  Great praise is also due to Gabriella Geatti, Annalisa Checci and all those involved in 

organising and making sure the conference was a great success. 
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After having so long trying to find a suitable subject for this “Word from the President” article for the EuroLawyer, nothing  
really seemed to be the perfect fit.  

―A word from the President...‖ Gabriella Geatti, President of the EYBA  

This because ideally  there are many things I would like to share with you.  Either you are EYBA Members or you 

have just being forwarded the magazine from an acquaintance of yours, therefore, I simply need to focus on the 

most significant concepts.  

The fact that you are reading these words is already a reason for great satisfaction, it means that the renovated 

magazine format is successfully working and that has been welcomed by its readers.  

EuroLawyer has been re-launched as a privileged tool for EYBA Members to have an open venue about their activi-

ties and initiatives, to share experiences and to get informed about what is going on with other local young lawyers 

groups.  From this perspective I am delighted to draw your attention to one contribution by my colleague and friend 

Gregorio Salatino, Secretary of the Rome Young Bar Association, which reports the contents of a lecture part of a series of continuing educa-

tion seminars organized by the Rome Young Bar Association. 

My personal hope, which is fully shared by all those who committed to the EuroLawyer renovation project and invested a significant portion 

of their time, is that the magazine can successfully grow in size and contents, according to the suggestions and contributions sent by readers. 

I very much enjoyed the EYBA Lisbon Spring Conference! It is like when you are building your dream house and carefully select every compo-

nent, you pick every piece of furniture carefully and this exactly what we did in Lisbon at the general meeting.   We have now voted and 

passed important amendments to the Statutes of the association which a dedicated  working group drafted over the past months.  

This was a huge task of the utmost significance.  Therefore, I really wish to pay tribute and to express gratitude to Robert Steeg (immediate 

past president of the Amsterdam Young Bar), Alexander Learmonth (immediate past president of the Young Barristers Committee) and to 

Peter Wright (EYBA Honorary Secretary). 

At the time you entrusted me the mandated of President and gave me this honour it seemed to me  like a year was a long time, but actually I 

soon realized that when you have set many goals time is never enough.  Doing things in a good way and with enthusiasm takes a lot of time, 

but what has been achieved so far is a reason for satisfaction, taking into account the renovation of the new website, the creation if a digital 

brochure, the re-drafting of sponsorship materials, the increased interest of non- Members (individuals and young lawyers groups), the ex-

panded membership network, the improved awareness of the EYBA by other international lawyers groups and the promotion of the EYBA to 

those who did not have knowledge of its existence and purposes. 

But most important, for the time being, I wish you enjoyable EuroLawyer reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with the EYBA at our new website: www.eyba.org 

http://www.eyba.org
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Your new look EuroLawyer 

EuroLawyer can be found on our new look website at www.eyba.org – just follow the link to download. 

The challenge is to retain the excellence of the content of the magazine whilst attempting to create a more user-friendly and colourful maga-

zine that is more attractive and relevant to all our members. 

The EYBA Executive Committee hope the re-invigorated magazine to be issued bi-monthly and will have a number of dimensions. 

Firstly, the magazine will have a focus on legal news – that is relevant to the legal profession with particular emphasis on pertinent issues and 

cases in different jurisdictions affecting young lawyers.  In our ever evolving internationalised world, looking at judicial decisions and case law 

of other jurisdictions is essential.  It will highlight the seminal cases in the panacea of countries across Europe. 

It is vital that the EYBA echo the voices of its members and therefore, relevant and cutting-edge issues should have their place within the 

magazine.  It will also detail EYBA events, conferences and achievements.  It is hoped it will become a forum for debate and interaction – a 

sharing of ideas to encourage greater co-operation between member groups and they may decide to organise more events in partnership 

with other young lawyer groups.  Other organisations can learn from your ideas and events – and it is the ideal venue for advertising your 

local legal events. 

The magazine can demonstrate to organisations in other jurisdictions how being part of local young lawyer organisations is beneficial and 

show them how to organise events and liaise with their various governing bodies.  

We are looking for articles on the following: 

 topical and interesting developments of law within your jurisdiction and field of practise 

 your young lawyer organisation news – what events are you having? 

 your comments – issues affecting you as young lawyer? 

So why contribute?  As you are aware the EYBA represents the interests of over 200,000 young lawyers and is the world's largest young law-

yers group. 

I ask all our members to ask for your support with this magazine and to ask for your organisations and members to contribute just one article 

(however short!) every two months on your organisation/ jurisdiction.  Indeed, why not write to your local Judge’s, governing bodies and ask 

them to contribute on your behalf?  If all 60 of our members from across geographical Europe do this, it will be a vital resource not just for 

young lawyers, but to lawyers across the globe. 

The potential for the organisation and the EuroLawyer magazine is enormously exciting!  In these current challenging and unprecedented 

times, a strong voice from young lawyers is required and necessary – working together and sharing ideas has never been more important. 

So please send me your articles to chouston@johnjricesolicitors.com 

http://www.eyba.org
mailto:chouston@johnjricesolicitors.com
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Filippo Pucci, Lawyer with Gianni, Origoni, Grippo & Partners looks at the reform of the legal profession in Italy 

‗The reform of the legal profession in Italy‘ 

On November 18th 2009, the Justice Commission of the Senate finalized the review of the proposal for a law reforming the legal profession in 

Italy (“Reform”). The Reform is aimed at renewing the legal framework that regulates the legal profession, which dates back to 1933. This is 

an insight of its main points. 

A first change regards the access to the legal profession. A trainee-lawyer needs to complete its traineeship period successfully and also to 

pass a pre-selection exam to sit the Bar exam.  

The minimum fees that were previously repealed by the so-called Bersani’s reform, are now restored. Lawyers are free to agree legal fees 

with their clients. However, these cannot exceed the minimum and maximum fees set by the Ministry of Justice. In addition, the prohibition 

to agree a success fee to be calculated as a percentage on the amount eventually awarded to the client is restored.   

Subject to some exceptions, lawyers enrolled with the Bar will become the sole professionals entitled to provide legal assistance and repre-

sentation before courts, public administrations, in case of arbitration, mediation and conciliation as well as non-contentious consultancy in 

any field of the law.    

The Reform permits lawyers to practice in a variety of forms: sole practitioner, association or partnership. In case of associations/

partnerships, each member must be a lawyer and bear an unlimited liability. Multidisciplinary associations/partnerships are allowed provided 

that at least one member is a lawyer. The only restraints upon legal advertising are now that the information has to be true, not misleading, 

comparative or self-laudatory.   

The Reform also addresses the question of ensuring high standard legal services, requiring lawyers to train their skills continuously. In any 

case, an insurance policy must be entered into by any practising lawyer covering professional risks. Lawyers are allowed to be titled as 

“Specialized Lawyer” in a specific area of the law. To obtain this title, however, they must attend a course of at least 2 years in the specific 

area they want to be specialized in.   

Although the Reform, as actually standing, does not represent a complete shift away from the traditional approach, it is nonetheless unques-

tionable that it will have a significant impact on the legal profession. Unfortunately, it failed to address the essential issues of the right of 

trainee-lawyers to a fair compensation. Numerous critiques have been voiced so far. The Italian Antitrust Authority and the Confederation of 

Italian Industries are among the strongest opponents. It is now for the general assembly of the Senate to approve the Reform before it 

moves to the other Chamber for a second scrutiny. 

Diogo Lopes Barata is a lawyer with Lopes Barata & Associados in Lisbon, Portgual. He writes about a New tax system for non nationals in Portugal: 

New tax system for non-permanent residents  
The new Investment Tax Code was published on September 2009. This new legislation (Decree-Law 249/2009, of 23 

September 2009) creates a new tax system for non-permanent residents. 

This new tax system aims at attracting qualified immigrants, i.e., immigrants with value-added training. 

“Value-added immigrants” was defined on January 2010 by Ministerial Dispatch no. 12/2010, as: architects, engineers and geologists; plastic 

artists, actors, musicians; auditors; doctors and dentists; university teachers; psychologist; biologists, computer programmers, consultants, 

researchers and designers; investors, managers (provided that they are connected to projects subject to concessions contracts within the 

Investment Tax Code) and chief company officials. 

Persons who have not paid Personal Income Tax (IRS) as residents in Portugal for the last five years are considered to be non-usual residents. 

This regime establishes a special 20% IRS level for class A (workers employed by others) and class B (self-employed workers) income, ob-

tained in Portugal for non-permanent residents.  

Non-permanent residents’ income obtained abroad may be exempted from taxation, if considered to be under article 81 of the IRS Code. 

It is applicable to individuals who establish permanently in Portugal or who reside temporarily in the country, as Professional temporary as-

signment, retired workers, etc. 

Finally, this tax system is designed to promote Portugal like a excellent place to invest. It is, therefore, an important instrument to attract 

investment and skilled workers to the country. 
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 “Time bombs”. This is how derivatives have been denominated by prominent experts in the field, after the incidents on the financial markets 

over the past years. 

Until very recently, in Italy nobody had ever heard about these financial instruments. 

Precisely until October 2007, when a television programme about them has been broadcasted, and Italian people learnt that some of these 

“bombs” had begun to explode. 

Since then, when we hear about derivatives, we often hear about “derivatives emergency”. 

In Italy, mainly one particular kind of derivative has spread, the so called “interest rate swap”. 

The trouble is that not only leading financial market experts have been engaged in swaps, but also (and especially) people completely inexpe-

rienced. 

Among the victims of the swaps there are small and medium companies whose corporate purpose had nothing to do with financial activity; 

local authorities, from the big region to the small mountain town; a hospital; and the news report that even some religious institutions (for 

example, the Sisters of San Giuseppe of Susa, and the Capuchin Friars of Genoa) underwrote swaps. 

But how could all these people without competence be engaged in swaps? 

Can you believe that Sisters operate in derivatives? 

In the spreading of swaps, a prominent role has been played by money brokers, which have often hidden the true nature and mechanics of 

these contracts. 

The swap contract is a contract ancillary to a floating rate loan. 

What happens is the following: when a client overwrites a floating rate loan, the bank representative suggest the stipulation of a further 

contract, a kind of “insurance”, that should protect the client from the risk of an increase in the interest rates on the loan. 

The purpose of this “insurance” should be to fix a limit to the increase of the interest rates. 

If the interest rates on the loan goes beyond the fixed limit, the bank and not the investor is supposed to pay the difference. 

In these terms, the operation seems attractive: the client should have nothing to lose. 

But there is something that the bank employee often does not say: that if the interest rates instead of  going up, drops below the fixed limit, 

the client has to pay the difference to the bank. 

Therefore, while investors think they have a further protection, in actual fact, they are playing “roulette”. 

And most of the times, the roulette is a “rigged roulette”, because the contract is often structured so that the fixed limit can never be 

achieved, which results to a situation where it is always the client that has to pay. 

To tell the truth, by Italian law, not everyone is allowed to engage in a swap contract, but only the professional client (in Italian the 

“operatore qualificato”). 

For this purpose, art. 31, paragraph 2, Consob regulation n. 11522/1998 rules that only the companies and the legal persons (also the public 

ones) that “posses a specific competence and experience in the field of operations in financial instrument expressly declared by writing by 

the legal representative” can be considered as “operatore qualificato”. 

Derivatives in Italy: who will defuse the ―time bombs‖?1 

Gregorio Salatino is the Honorary Secretary of the Rome Young Bar Association:  

1 This article, dedicated to Prof. Maria Elena Valente, is a report based on the speech delivered by the Author at the convention organized by the Rome Bar 

Council along with the Rome Young Bar Association on "The spreading of swap contracts in Italian trade practice: a new financial scandal", held in Rome at the 

Supreme Court's premises on July 7th 2009. 

The unabridged speech has been published in Italian language inside the juridical journal "La nuova giurisprudenza civile commentata", number of February 

2010, p. 116-128. 

Last but not least, the Author would also like to thank EYBA's President, Mrs. Gabriella Geatti, for having him invited to write this contribution for Eurolawyer 

digital magazine.  
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So, by Italian law, for companies and legal persons, it is enough a written declaration to be considered professional client. 

But what happens (as often happens) if what is declared does not correspond to the real level of competence and knowledge of the investor? 

According to a first guideline, ruled by the Court of Appeal of Milan, it is not even relevant the difference between what is declared and what 

is real, because art. 31, paragraph 2, does not require that the competence is documented, but only declared. 

So, once the client has issued the declaration, can’t even give evidence of his effective inexperience in trial. 

Furthermore, is not duty of the money broker to verify if the investor is competent before allowing him to underwrite the declaration: if the 

investor underwrites the declaration, this is under his own responsibility. 

After the rise of “derivatives emergency”, a second guideline was developed by the Judges of the Tribunal of Turin, which makes the inves-

tor’s possession of real knowledge and competence a precondition of the declaration; the guideline also states that it is a duty of the money 

broker to verify the competence of the client before allowing him to subscribe the declaration. 

This means that before engaging the client in swap, money broker has to verify his real competence; and if the client signs the declaration 

without the requested competence, the declaration is void. 

On May 26th 2009, with sentence n. 12138, the Supreme Court has finally intervened on the issue. 

On one hand, it has stated, as a principle, that if what declared does not correspond to the real competence of the client, this is not for its 

own relevant to make the declaration void; and, consequently, that the money broker is not liable for such divergence, because once re-

ceived the declaration he has not any duty to verify the competence of the client. 

However, on the other hand, the Court has limited the relevance of the declaration, because if there are other evidence to show the effective 

inexperience of the client, the Judge has to consider also these further evidence, and can’t decide only on the basis of the declaration; and if 

these evidence were known also by the money broker when engaged the client in the swap, the money broker becomes liable. 

How to evaluate the sentence of the Supreme Court? 

It was hoped that the Supreme Court would have definitely put an end to the practice of the “self-declarations”. 

Instead the Court, even if has limited the probative value of the self-declarations, has, at the same time, rejected the most recent sentences 

favourable to investors. 

Furthermore, the Supreme Court’s decision, is very unsatisfying if we consider the amendments brought by MiFID directive. 

According to the directive, to be considered professional client, competence and experience need to be real, and not only declared; and both 

competence and experience have to be verified by the money broker before classifying clients. 

The most recent sentences were following the path traced by the Community legislature even if we don’t know with how much awareness. 

On the contrary, the Supreme Court has preferred “to brake” and “to change course”. 

And now, who will defuse the “time bombs”? 



EuroLawyer April 2010 - Page 10 

The European Young Bar Association 

EuroLawyer Issue 2, April 2010 

The exceptionally heavy rain in the third week in November 2009 

resulted in some of the worst flooding County Cork had ever experi-

enced. The weekend following this biblical tempest, the Autumn 2009 

conference of the Society of Young Solicitors in Ireland was held in 

(you guessed it) Cork city. While there were inevitably some last-

minute drop-outs, the majority of young legal eagles braved the fore-

casts, Garda and AA traffic warnings and headed to “Waterworld” in 

every mode of transport available; in fact any daring individuals that 

drove down on the Friday reaped the benefits of the blissfully empty 

roads. The bar in the Clarion Hotel on Friday night was alive with 

excitement as delegates continued to arrive from near and far 

throughout the evening, recounting tales of closed roads and diver-

sions. To the relief of all attendees: not a puddle was to be seen in 

the environs of the hotel, nor in the basement car park two floors 

below, where cars were parked as close to the exit as possible! 

Saturday started out dry and bright outside; a good omen for the 

conference and its message of hope in these troubled economic 

times. The first guest speaker at the morning session was Gráinne 

Gleeson of Mason Hayes+Curran who gave a comprehensive and 

informative talk on varying contracts of employment and redundancy 

matters. Next Max Abrahamson, consultant with McCann FitzGerald, 

shared some interesting experiences from his career in law which has 

spanned in excess of five decades and more than one recession. This 

gave the young solicitors in attendance a real insight and perspective 

on the current situation faced by the profession. The Law Society’s 

career development advisor, Keith O’Malley, then emphasised the 

importance of solicitors’ own career management and taking charge 

of one’s career path through forward planning. Following this, Rose-

mary O’Loughlin who previously worked as a stagiaire in DG Comp in 

Brussels shared her experiences of working in the EU institutions, and 

also talked about other potential opportunities outside Ireland such 

as employment in the European Court of Justice.  Her presentation 

demonstrated the alternatives available to solicitors outside the tra-

ditional practice route. The last person to speak was David Byrnes of 

Brightwater Recruitment, a long-standing sponsor of the SYS confer-

ences. Despite the obvious impact the economic downturn had on 

recruitment opportunities, David summarised the areas where he 

saw potential future employment opportunities within the legal sec-

tor and also gave some tips on interview techniques to the audience.  

He also explored non-traditional alternatives such as working for 

NGO’s and the UN in more challenging locations. The speakers rein-

forced the message of the SYS conference, that there are options 

available, alternatives to a traditional career may form part of those 

options and ultimately as the economic situation improves, it is im-

portant to have a definitive plan to exploit the opportunities that will 

present themselves in the future. 

The morning’s lectures were followed on Saturday evening by a 

drinks reception and then a gala dinner at which Patrick Dorgan of 

Coakley Moloney Solicitors spoke a few words on behalf of the Law 

Society.  His entertaining speech was littered with anecdotes from his 

own career and emphasised the importance of collegiality between 

the members of the profession and events such as the SYS confer-

ence to promote that ideal.  Inspired by those words, the opportunity 

for socialising with colleagues from different firms around the coun-

try was exploited by one and all. Dancing to the tunes of ‘90s super-

group Smash Hits, the delegates reprised their hip routines to the 

sounds of Run DMC and the Spice Girls. The dancing deteriorated in 

quality but increased in effort as the night turned to early morning, 

with long time friend of the SYS DJ Glenn before the management of 

the Clarion hotel had to pull the plug on the music. 

Everyone who attended really enjoyed the conference and took away 

some new ideas and positive thoughts about new opportunities that 

may present themselves in these challenging times and beyond. As 

ever, the SYS is indebted to the sponsors of the event, Bank of Ireland 

and Brightwater Recruitment Specialists without whom the Autumn 

conference would not have happened.   

In the next edition of the EYBA, we will review two events that took 

place in early 2010 where the SYS teamed up with the Institute of 

Chartered Accountants of Ireland to co-host a charity table quiz and 

organise a seminar on issues around criminal assets investigations. 

 

―Light at the far side of the dark clouds‖  

Alina Prendergast, Chair, Society of Young Solicitors in Ireland writes about their Annual Conference held in Cork, Ireland:  
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Peter Wright, Honorary Secretary EYBA writes about the upcoming EYBA Annual Conference 2010 in Sheffield, England:  

Sheffield is pleased to be welcoming the EYBA for its Annual Conference this year. 

Sheffield is a world – renowned Industrial centre, famous as the birthplace of mass steel production. It is also home to 

the oldest Football Club in the World, Sheffield FC, founded in 1857. Today Sheffield is one of the Greenest Cities in 

Europe with 61 percent of the city being parkland, and home to over 16,000 Students at two prestigious Universities. 

While many EYBA members may have visited the UK in the past, we hope to be able to show you an alternative view of 

the country, as opposed to the perceptions that you may have from having attended events in London. 

Sheffield is located in the north of England, on the edge of the Peak District National Park. Chatsworth House, setting 

for the 2008 screen adaptation of "The Duchess" starring Keira Knightly is a short 30 minute drive from the city centre. 

Sheffield has the largest Arts centre outside of Lon-

don, with several theatres and four major Art Galler-

ies, including the Millennium Galleries which plays 

host to various exhibitions from the Tate Galleries. We 

also have the highest ratio of pubs per capita in the 

UK, including the Kelham Island Tavern, recently voted 

Pub of the Year 2010, retaining the title for the second 

year running. 

Manchester is a 45 minute train ride from Sheffield, 

offering further opportunities for shopping, or per-

haps the chance to take in a game at Premier League 

Football Clubs Manchester United and Manchester 

City. Meanwhile Sheffield is also home to Sheffield 

Untied and Sheffield Wednesday Football clubs, along 

with the Sheffield Steelers Ice Hockey team. 

The Conference will take place from Thursday 10th to 

Saturday 12th June 2010. New for 2010 will be the 

EYBA Student Conference, taking place on Thursday 

10th June and kindly hosted by Sheffield University. 

This event will involve both plenary and break – out 

sessions led by International lawyers attending the conference, offering them an opportunity to share their experiences of Legal practice all 

over the world with the lawyers of tomorrow currently studying in Sheffield. 

Sheffield is less than 45 minutes by train from Manchester and Leeds Airports and only two hours by train from London should you wish to fly 

in to Heathrow or Gatwick Airport. Should you have any queries regarding attending the Conference, or are perhaps interested in being one 

of the Speakers during our Student Conference, please send an email to info@eyba.org with "Sheffield 2010 Conference" in the subject 

header. 

mailto:info@eyba.org
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“Dear Colleagues, 

We have all shared in the sense of shock and sadness at the vast human tragedy which continues to unfold in Haiti. We are writing to advise 

what the International Bar Association is doing in response, and to seek your help. 

Like many of you, we wanted to contribute as soon as possible to the relief efforts, and with the Management Board’s encouragement and 

approval, a donation of £10,000 has already been sent to the Disasters Emergency Committee. We want also, however, to look beyond this 

initial period, to the task of rebuilding the judicial infrastructure of the country, which is certain to have suffered a shattering loss of people, 

as well as of facilities of every kind. 

The IBA has a strong track record of helping to build judicial infrastructures in developing countries, which makes us confident in offering to 

play a role in the reconstruction of Haiti. In precisely which ways the Association can best contribute to this, and exactly when, are questions 

which of course it is still too early to answer. However, an essential part of how we answer these questions will be to assess the amount of 

resources we can bring to the task. For this purpose we are seeking your donations – individually, from your firm, your corporation or your 

bar – to an IBA Appeal for the Reconstruction of the Haitian Judiciary, which we are launching today. 

Donations should be given to the IBA Human Rights Institute Charitable Trust, a charity registered in the UK. 

You can donate by credit card (see below for donation suggestions and to pay online) or by bank transfer sent to: 

IBA HRI Charitable Trust,  

BIC/Swift Code: NWBKGB2L,  

IBAN: GB05NWBK 56000320712146 

Or bank draft or cheque sent to Haiti Appeal, Accounts Dept, International Bar Association, 1 Stephen Street, London W1T 1AT, United King-

dom.  

If you wish to make a financial donation via another method, or wish to receive further information on the appeal, please contact haitiap-

peal@int-bar.org.  

 

Please think what you can do to contribute to this urgent and essential work, so that we can ensure a response of which the legal profession 

can be proud. 

If you wish to make a financial donation via another method or have any queries, please contact us at haitiappeal@int-bar.org.” 

An appeal from Fernando Pelaez, President ofthe International Bar Association & Mark Ellis, IBA Executive Director for the Reconstruction 

of the Haitian Judiciary: 

https://mail.johnjricesolicitors.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=haitiappeal@int-bar.org
https://mail.johnjricesolicitors.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=haitiappeal@int-bar.org
https://mail.johnjricesolicitors.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=haitiappeal@int-bar.org
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International Bar Association News 

IBA Regional Forum Conferences 2010: ‗Spotlight on Europe‘ 
In addition to this year's schedule of specialist, practice focused conferences, and the Annual Conference in Vancouver, 2010 will see four 

multi-focus, regional conferences take place in Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe. Exploring internal and external perspectives across 

multiple practice areas, IBA Regional Conferences provide the perfect opportunity not only to keep abreast of legal developments in the 

area, but also to network with key practitioners from the region’s leading firms and institutions. 

European Regional Forum Conference  
From the 24–25 June, the IBA European Regional Forum will be hosting its regional conference in Rome, Italy.  

 

This year sees a new slant on the Forum’s Regional Conference, in presenting a Mediterranean theme. Taking place in Rome, itself no 

stranger to IBA meetings, this event has changed its emphasis when compared to previous Forum biennial conferences, which have looked at 

the EU and CEE aspects of the Forum, in order to discuss relevant sub-regional issues.  

 

These include the impact of the current financial crisis on tourism and whether this will assist European countries to escape the 

recession, while still discussing problems common to all jurisdictions, such as how to compete against other regions given previous develop-

ment of models like the 'Celtic', 'Baltic' or 'Tiger' economies seem to have stalled. Financial concerns are a strong theme in assessing the su-

pervision of the financial sector, setting rules to detect future stress situations, the supervisory jurisdictions of governments and regulators, 

and whether there is a need for a new approach by, and a new size for, the banks.  

 

Søren Johansen, current chair of the ERF says: 

‘The conference was initiated because the European Forum wanted to facilitate increased cooperation between business lawyers across the 

Mediterranean Region. The intention has been to find topics that are highly relevant for the regional economies and thus for the lawyers 

operating there. In particular the emphasis has been on arranging the Conference in close cooperation with the Arab Regional Forum’ 

IBA Young Lawyers' Committee Outstanding Young Lawyer of the Year Award 2010 
The IBA Young Lawyers’ Committee is pleased to announce the opening of nominations for the 2010 IBA Young Lawyers' Committee Out-

standing Young Lawyer of the Year Award in recognition of William Reece Jr. This award will be presented to a young lawyer who has not 

only shown excellence in their work and achievements in their career to date but has also shown a commitment to professional/ ethical stan-

dards.  For more information please visit www.iba.org 

(please visit http://www.iba.org)  

http://www.iba.org
http://www.iba.org
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Official opening of Law Society House 

Representatives from the judiciary, 

the legal profession and the business 

community were among invited 

guests who recently attended the 

official opening of the new Law Soci-

ety House in Belfast, Northern Ireland 

by His Honour Judge Tom Burgess, 

Recorder of Belfast and former Presi-

dent of the Society.  Judge Burgess is 

also the Honarary President of the 

NIYSA. 

Those attending had an opportunity to tour the new building and to 

see at first hand the library, lecture hall, consultation rooms and busi-

ness facilities available for use by its members. 

President of the Law Society, Barry Finlay addressed the invited 

guests:  

“Today’s official opening is the culmination of nearly twelve years of 

planning and two years of construction and considerable work on the 

part of the members of the Law Society’s Project Board who invested 

so much of their time and showed so much commitment in bringing 

the dream of a 21st Century Law Society House to a reality.   

Today we stand in a brand new, state of the art building which has 

been designed to meet the needs of our members and the challenges 

of a new century. Situated in the legal quarter in Belfast, the new Law 

Society House combines a connection with the past and a confidence 

in our profession for tomorrow. It is in essence a showcase for mod-

ernity and for a profession  committed to its future. That modernity is 

encapsulated in the new facilities, the architecture and the art con-

tained throughout this new building.  In June and in August the Soci-

ety invited members to a series of open days and ver the course of 

two weeks over 300 members attended. Today we are delighted to 

welcome all of you to the new Law Society House and to this official 

opening.” 

Judge Burgess then officially opened the new Law Society House and 

addressed the audience: 

We stand in a building of space and light – a light that catches the 

mood of a new dawn for Northern Ireland. A reflection of a profes-

sion that is confident and forward looking. And so it should. It has 

come through those challenging and difficult years with its principles 

intact, having served the whole of the community across Northern 

Ireland without fear or favour. The time had come to reflect that new 

disposition. It is therefore appropriate that on entering the premises 

one sees engraved on the magnificent reception desk all of the values 

that we have aspired to reach and continue to aspire to attain, right 

at the heart of the premises. 

When a building comes to be developed for a large group of people it 

can cause problems. Not everyone agrees with everything. Indeed 

sometimes no-one agrees on anything. It therefore required a team 

of dedicated and strong minded people to take on the task – and in 

that the members have been lucky to find such people. I congratulate 

all involved – the architects and builders and all those who have used 

their talents in creating what I believe is a striking and wonderful 

environment for those working in it and the solicitors who use it, and 

at the same time is a bold statement of optimism and faith in the rule 

of law. It gains strength from its juxtaposition to the new Bar Library 

and the courts – retaining and developing the ‘legal quarter’ which 

for a long time was a seemingly impossible aspiration.  The greatest 

praise must be for those in the Society who created this project and 

saw it through. In particular I mention John Gordon who has lived and 

breathed this task from day one until today. His contribution has 

been prodigious.  The opening of these premises is a momentous 

event in the history of the Society – a rite of passage. It marks a stage 

in the ongoing development of the Society, another transition into a 

new phase of its growth and maturity. And so it is with that apprecia-

tion of the past, the commendation of the present and with confi-

dence for the future that I declare these premises open.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L-R) His Honour Judge Burgess, Recorder of Belfast, Norville Connolly, Presi-

dent of the Law Society of NI, Donal Eakin, Past-President of the Law Society 

of NI, The Right Honourable Sir Declan Morgan, Lord Chief Justice of Northern 

Ireland, Barry Finlay, Past-President of the Law Society of NI, Alan Hunter, 

Chief Executive of the Law Society of NI & John Gordon, Law Society of NI  


