


Dear Colleague

As President of the Law 
Society of Northern 
Ireland it is my great 
pleasure to invite you 
to participate in Social 
Media Month which 
will be taking place 
throughout November 
2013.

As practitioners it is 
important that we are aware of the technological and 
communications environment in which we work and 
the implications for our clients and our businesses. 

The growth and use of social media as a means 
of communication over the last decade presents 
unrealised opportunities and dangers. 

For many of us social media is something which many 
practices may not use or understand.

However the reality is that existing and potential 
clients are now dictating the pace of change 
by embracing social media and internet based 
communication tools. 

They are no longer relying on traditional forms of 
communication or conversation to make decisions 
as traditional forms of advertising and marketing 
become more redundant. 

Conversations, viewpoints, commentary and 
condemnations are now a daily exercise for many 
people using social media. 

This in itself presents new challenges and huge 
opportunities for solicitor’s practices. 

The Society has organised Social Media Month to 
provide members with a greater understanding and 
appreciation of social media, how it will impact 
on their practices and the implications for rule of law, 
the courts and justice system as a whole. 

I am delighted that we have secured a number of 
key note speakers to speak at a series of lectures and 
workshops.

I would encourage you to attend and participate in 
Social Media Month.

Michael Robinson
President
Law Society of Northern Ireland

WORKSHOP 1 13 November 2013    1:00pm

 TITLE The Dodo bird - 
  unfortunate or just plain stupid? 

 SPEAKER Paul O’Connor, 
  Communications Officer with the Law Society

	 THEME	 What social media is and how it is   
  transforming the global village. 

  How social media impacts on solicitors’   
  practices and their clients. 

  Why practices need to embrace social media.

WORKSHOP 2 13 November 2013    2:00pm

 TITLE Social Media - A business opportunity for   
  solicitors’ practices? 

 SPEAKERS Emma Hunt & Kiera Lee, Directors, Mills Selig

 THEME An overview of legal issues emerging from 
  the increased use of social media. What does  
  this mean for your practice?

  A look at emerging sources of revenue for   
  solicitors’ practices as a result of recent 
  developments.

  How to write social media policies and how
  these can generate income.

WORKSHOP 3 15 November 2013    1:00pm

 TITLE Social Media and the Law - A Snapshot

 SPEAKER Mark Jackson, Managing Partner, 
  Thompsons Solicitors 

 THEME An overview of recent case law and relevant   
  legislation involving social media and its use,  
  including:-

  The dangers of social media in the workplace -  
  employment law decisions;

  The risks of posting on Twitter and Facebook -  
  defamation/libel cases and criminal prosecution

WORKSHOP 4 15 November 2013    2:00pm

 TITLE How to use social media effectively 

 SPEAKERS Peter Thompson & Brian Scott, Navigator Blue

 THEME Overview of the current social media platforms,  
  how to use them, how to set objectives when  
  using social media and some case studies.

WORKSHOPS	

Venue:	Law	Society	House,	Belfast
Cost:	£25	per	workshop
CPD:	1	Client	Care	and	Practice	
Management	CPD	hour	per	workshop

Registration	&	refreshments	from	
12.30pm	-	1.00pm

Registration for all workshops is at 12:30pm



 18 November 2013    
 1.00 - 2:00pm

Jim Gamble
CEO , INEQE Group

It’s not about the technology - 
making children safer online, a view for the 
legal profession

Jim Gamble brings over thirty years experience 
from the world of protective services and a strong 
reputation for successful delivery in counter terrorism, 
organized and hi-tech crime prevention and child 
protection. A strong advocate of international multi-
agency partnerships, Jim oversaw the establishment 
of the UK Hi Tech Crime unit, was the founding 
Chief Executive of the Child Exploitation and Online 
Protection (CEOP) Centre, the Association of Chief 
Police Officers lead on Child Protection and Child 
Trafficking and the founder and initial Chair of 
the Virtual Global Task Force, an international 
collaboration to make children safer online. 
 
His primary focus has been on developing effective 
multi-sector partnerships that make people safer. He 
is Currently the CEO of the Belfast based INEQE Group, 
a regular media commentator on social media, 
reputation and child protection and 
the current chair of the City of London 
and Hackney Safeguarding Children 
Board.

Jim was awarded the QPM in 
recognition of his services to policing.

LECTURE 3 4 November 2013    
 1.00 - 2:00pm

Barra McGrory QC, 
Director of Public Prosecutions

Social Media and the Criminal Law

Barra McGrory QC was called to the Bar in 2009 two years 
after becoming the first solicitor in Northern Ireland 
to have been awarded the rank of Queen’s Counsel.  
He was admitted to the role of solicitors in 1987 and 
subsequently became a partner in the firm founded 
by his late father, PJ Mc Grory.  Although the practice 
was broadly based, Barra, like his father before him, is 
perhaps best known as a criminal lawyer.  He became 
chairman of the Solicitor’s Criminal Bar Association 
in 1990 and served two terms on the council of the 
Law Society where he has chaired the Criminal Law 
and Human Rights Committee’s.  He developed a keen 
interest in trial advocacy and was responsible for the 
creation of an advocacy working party within the Law 
Society dedicated to the raising of advocacy standards 
and the promotion of advocacy by solicitors.  He has 
appeared regularly as an advocate in the criminal courts 
at all levels including the U.K. Supreme Court. He has 
also appeared in the Bloody Sunday and Robert Hamill 
Tribunals of Inquiry and before the Grand Chamber of 
the European Court of Human Rights 
in Strasbourg in the landmark case of 
McCann & Others  -v-  UK.

Mr McGrory QC was appointed 
Director of Public Prosecutions in 
November 2011. 

 11 November 2013    
 1.00 - 2:00pm

The Honourable Mr Justice Gillen

The social media – a lawyer’s friend or foe? 

The Honourable Mr Justice Gillen (Sir John Gillen) 
was educated at Methodist College and Queen’s 
College, Oxford. He was called to the Bar in 1970, 
took Silk in 1983 and appointed to the High Court 
in January 1999. He was Family Judge and was 
Chairman of the Children Order Advisory Committee 
from January 2001 until December 
2006. In January 2007 he became 
one of two judges assigned to 
Judicial Review and in September 
2008 he was appointed Judge 
in Charge of the Queen’s Bench 
Division.

LECTURE 2

LECTURE 1

 1 November 2013    
 1.00 - 2:00pm

Mike Gilsen, Belfast Telegraph 
Rankin Armstrong; Editor, Newsletter
Chris Hagan, Head of UTV News
Conor Shanley, UTV’s social media output

Are traditional forms of media dead? 
Is social media the new king?

PANEL 
DISCUSSION

LECTURES
Venue: Law Society House, Belfast
Cost: £25 per lecture
CPD: 1 Client Care and Practice Management 
CPD hour per lecture

Registration & refreshments from
12.30pm - 1.00pm



SOCIAL MEDIA MONTH
BOOKING FORM

Name:

Address:

Tel no:

Email:

Seminar choice @£25 each

1          2          3          4           (please tick)

Panel Discussion/Lecture choice @£25 each

Panel Discussion          1          2          3          (please tick)

Please make your cheque payable to ‘Law Society of Northern 
Ireland’ and send together with your completed booking form to:

Social	Media	Month
CPD	Co-ordinator
Law	Society	of	Northern	Ireland
Law	Society	House
96	Victoria	Street
Belfast	BT1	3GN	


